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PEN MILE BAY: The Dnegerters Strénghold.

Lying in the Northeastern portion of original Borrien
cqﬁnty; four miles southeast of Allaraha, and Six miles Horih-
eaét of Nashville, lies an almost impenetrable swaup known far
and wide as the "Tfen Milc Bay.*®

é I+ is the sﬁursé of Ten mile Creek, a stream running
sqﬁghward tﬁrough the flat woods of eastern Berricn, flanked
by%numcrous flattponda and fed by sluggish pond drains until
it.ningles its wine colored waters with those of the Fivemilc
Creek, near where Expire church 1s 1oaatukavhan together thoy
fc%m Big ecrevk, a stream of no mean impartanca in the county
an@ whieh, harboring thousands of pereh, pike, jack and tTout,
tc{say nothing of the iinlimited nimber of catfish, winds its
tcftuﬂus and limpid way on past Milltown to mingle its leave
stained waters with those of Alapaha river.
| Ten mile Bay has been the scene of several thrilling ep-
Eoies. Its denseness, its draarf solitudeas, iﬁsfrepulsivunaas

*Ethﬁae accounts and on account of the numerous wild animals
ruu.ﬂu snakes that frequented its fastnesses rendered it a
ploee which the ordinary mortal dredded to enter. It covers
twenty
an aréa of about IZIZLNZH square miles, being aboutl six miles

from North to South and an aversge with of threc to four milc
It is covered in water for a portion of the winter and spring

saa%an with a depth of anywhepe fron one to three feet deeD,
andiintcrapersed vith nmunmerous slavated‘hummccks which 1if¢
thﬁ#r surfaces anywhere from six inches to a foot and a half
abn%a the water and from a qQuarter to a half ﬁcre in exten
Eheée nummocks are overgrown with vines and brambles, Ty TV
other swamp growth and thiekly dotted with the tall growing
huqkieberry or blue berry busheas anywhere from three to ten
feét high and from which every year thousands of berrics arc
;gathered by ‘the neighboring citizens, who often go frou a dis-
uaqce of ten miles away to gather berries, It takes a stout
he%rt and a brave resolution, to say nothing of intrepid cour-
ag% and a power of endurance to hardships to get a tenderfool
1nth that swamp a svcond time. Only the.person who has been

through the smamp under the direction of native guides 1is wil
ling to undertake an excursion into this "No man's Land,* for

ihaichances are that he will become lost and consequently ex-—
?uréunae the greatest 4Aifficulty in finding his way out of the
'dre;ar:,r wilderness of bog and fen, bramble and thicked,

? This dreary place became the rendezvous of many dusﬂfters
during the war on account of its impenetrableness at that time
aﬁd between it and the Withlacoochee river on the west of Nash
vi_}u, the deserter from the Confederate ermy had a hidinﬂ Dla
thaé required the courage of a super man to explore. Such a
thiﬁg ag searching for deserters was f*aurnu with many dangers
noti alone frdm the deserters themsclves, who had become desper
ate Prom seeing the want and prdavation to which thelr families
become subjected on account of the enforced absence of the hus:
ban& and father and therefore resolved that rather than go o
thezfrumt they would face death nearer home, but Ifrom the dnn—
gors of being bitten bty rattlesnakes or set upon by some wild
beast.

E But there was one who undertook to brave all these dan=
gar% in order that he might serve the Confederacy. His posgi-
2ia@ was that of Captain of details whose business it was to
rouﬂ up deserters fron the Confederate ranks with headquar-
tors in Nashville. '

| Its is useless to say that his ni?sion soon became known
to %ha bandtcf deserters. They were kKept Dosted by thelr fami-
11@% and froends as to his whereabouts and hds mancuvers. e
waséa brave officor, he undertook to do his duty fearlessly
andéwiﬂh satisfaction to his superiors. He didnn't faiter or
quié the field but cach day Capt William H. Sharpe undertook

to bduh his campaign to success but unmindful of the gangers

to his person as a result of his labors.

|

; Thoma. J. Christian.

; There was living at Plat Creek at this time a staunch T
fri%nd and rigid supporter of the confederacy, a man who had
moré than once spoken fearlessly of the perfidlousnes of ihe
ban@ of desecrters whoée base of operations lay eo near to his
doof. He had opened his doors to Capt. Sharpe and aided him
in ¢very wiay he Eould t0 oarry out the sueccess of hié undertak-
ing in rounding up the deserters. Ho was a man of considerable
means, was eéXcused -from military duty on account of his being
a niiler, he possessd some twentyfive slaves who lived on his
*ﬂ“ry cultivated his crops and tended his cattle, helped to
ran his mill and gins. His immnity from military service nat-
urally provoked the enicity of the soldiers who had had to go
to tge fromt and when 4t became known to the band of deserters
that |h¢ was aiding, harboring and abetting Capt. Sharpe in his
‘affoﬁts tc apprehend them gnd put them dack in the arny it more
than?aver incensed them and with what resulis we shall pres-
iin'i-lﬁ% 866G,

i in order that the reader may more fully understand this

portion of Berrien’s h*SUG“F in its true light it will be best

10 givu hurcwloh a sketch of uhﬂ life of Thﬂhﬂs J. Christian
mu;ca ﬂa tﬁiﬂ“ will be of interest to cvery student of our

county and tne eitixons who have figured in her carcer to the

extent that did this gentleman.

;Hrﬁ christian was born in lonroe eounty, Ga., in the year
1822, His father was Cabriel christian, and his mother's name
ET ﬁarrison Blair Gilmer, a daughter of John Gilmer and Mil-
Liudi ¥eriwether of Virginia, their marriage being &50550%

so-eﬂnizad in Alvemarle county Va., in the yeor 1800. A9
_Thaméa Jes was one of seven children as follows: John Gilmen, .
Hart%a Paliaferro, Abner Hobbs, Julia Ann, Nicholas Thornton,
ﬂﬂﬁh hull and Thomas Johnson. |

70 go back further, Thomas Johnson Christiian vas the grand
son of John Christian and his wife, Ellzabeth Crawford, John
ch“lauian.ﬁpﬂ captain of horse in the calanial army and fougght
the Indiang along with paniel Boone and Gnl. William Christian
in mﬁose hornor Christian county Ky. was named. John Christian
was the only surviving meumber of a party of twelve atiaacked
by tﬂu indians vhile attempting to survey lands drewn by Col.
wm, Christian as a bounty for services rendered in fighting
the Indians.

70 go still further back, Thomas J. Christian was the
great—-grand-son of Gilbert Christiean who was born in the Isle-
of K%n and who came over to Philadelphlaand from there came
on d$ﬁn infa the valley of Virginia where John Lewis Christdan
hed élraaﬁy gettled near where Staunton, Va. is now loecated
“hﬁvé the father of the subject of this sketch was borm, rearcd
in c4¢ Presbyterien faith but later became a Methodist and be-
o.m» a jr»aebur of that denomination. corz:inu to Georgla he lo-
catad in ¥onroe county where he purchased a tract ol’ 'wild land

where with his slaves he cleared up a farm and thore Thomas

|
Johnson, the subjuct of this gsketeh was born  in 1822.

|At seventeen years of age and after the death of his fath-
ar ;r lg39, “homas J. Christian and his mother moved to Plor—

ida, carrying with them their slaves. He entered governuent
1ané in Madison county and cleared up a farm. He sold this in
135% to his brother—in-law,Dr. J. W. Jiines, and moved up into
Gaorgia, locating & miles south of where ‘Quitman was aiterwards
bu 1 There he remained until after the laying out and cestab—
;;shlng of Brooks county and was a member of the first Jury
draﬁn in that county. Selling this properiy in 1860 he moved to
hamxl:an county, Fla., to a placce near Ballbﬁl e, There 1in com-
pany with a relatige of his wife, Grecn Hccall, he built what
is Xnown as Y A fall fish trap" in the withlacoochee river, @
structurc that is still standing and in operation after hav-
ing been bulli thesé many years. From this trap he heuled fish

o7 u;e two horse load. (See Harden's History of South Georgla. )

Soiling out this property, he removed in 1865, to Flat
¢reek mills, having traded for this place with James CGrifiin,
Thia;propcrty consisted then of grist millg,gins and a saw mill
and %oma three or four lots of land. Taking the stand he did,
aiding Capt. Sharpe by opening his home to him and furnishing
hinm w¢th information concerning the whereabouts of the desert-

_a,gall tonded to make Ur. Christian the targe® of the hat-

red of the entire band of descrters. It 1s sald that they
mozhﬁa great dgmaua to his property, killing his stock and b
Burning his Kiﬁchan, setting on fire his dwelling, which would
hav@ Burned nad it not been for the faithfulness of his slaves,
asﬁécially one Summer, who descended into the well for the pur-
pasa of keeping the blankets wei in order to siailer the flanez,
the (buckets having been removed fron the well by the desertoers
bef%re startin. the fire, OFf course he falt that his life was
in constant danger. Capt. Sharpe ;555 FEELEAA % diseppeared
and%fcr several wecks was not seen by any one. puring such sconc
Eﬂd?ﬂﬂﬂh turmoil, it was a dangerous proposition for any one
10 geareh the swamps, no. citizen dared to venfure into these
fasﬁnESses unless it be a friend to the deserters. All ablebod-

ied ﬁan were at the front and this being i&5=Fass== nead - the clos
ing of the war no one could go into a thorough search for a

a mi%sing captain of petailse if they had cared to. It remain—
ed fﬁr later days but peaceful ones to unravel the mystery of
Capt. Shadpe’s disappearance however, Georgia had been placed
under military rule, Union soldiesr stdod guard uveryﬁhcrey
indignities vere gl-ud upon the oitizens of Berrien couniy by
scalevazs and carpet baggers who subjected war worn soldlersto
alizcst brutel tr&atmant in order to foree them to take the oath

of allegiance. juring this period, some scarchers in Withlacoo-

-

ing by, his clothing wvas intact enough to serve as 2 positive
meang of identification,; although the body had been subjeet to
the ﬁepradations oi beasts and birds until the bones were bleach
ing when found. The remains were gathered up and brought ©o

o ) :
Nashville, rigid inquiry was instituted, several parties werec
be proven and the mystery of Capt. Sharpvels death remeins un-

golved until this day. Probably the last participant in that

2l

ark deed performed in the dreariness of the night in the lone-
liness of Withlacoochee swamp has passed to the dreary roealns
of the unseen Wworld where he shall ¢ver more face the decds

done (in the body and here on earth.

bhumaa Je Christianffeiiss with his slaves freed, his
proyérty run down aﬁd hisz residence 1ﬁ a community which had
wity Lsaud such scenus naturally unpleasant, again sold out,
this %ime to Richard G. Hamm and moved tu a property nine miles
Enut# of Valdoste, at which place he remaired siz months, af-

“or which time he moved on down into Madison county,Fla., to

ok

ne placa he obta ned for his Berrien county properiy. There
remaiﬁed fiftecn years when he again moved to a farm located
in ﬁmUUKa county tem miles south of Quitman where he spent the

mainder of his life, passing away Jamuary 6th, 1885.

My, christian‘a_wzzu was Mary Susannah MeCall, a cousin

T Col. John G. MeCall of Quitman, they being brotherfs chil-
dren, John G. iacall’s father being PFrancis S. #F and lirs.
Ghristicn’®s father CGeorge Robert MeCall, sons of William leCall
and Crand daughter of Francis MeCall, a native.of Scotland.
Tilliam HeCell wes 2 rosident of Screven county, coming there
from §uci¢ty Hill, 8. C. He was twice married, the Tirgt time
10 Nancy Fletcher, daughteér of William Fletehar, who is reput-—
%0 have been the 6ldest man who ever lived iﬁ south Georgisa,
he having died in a southecast CGeorgia county at the advanced
age of 132 years. The maiden neme of the second vwife was lary

. nd
Piercg. William MeCallserved as a soldier in the Revolutionary
war and Tor many yuars was a noted Missionary Baptist preacher!
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